2011 TRCNC Early Career Investigator Awardees
JAELYN R. FARRIS obtained her PhD in Developmental Psychology (2007) and completed a post-doctoral fellowship at the University of Notre Dame under the mentorship of Dr. John Borkowski. In 2010 she became Assistant Professor of Human Development and Family Studies at Penn State University (Harrisburg) and Assistant Research Director of the Capital Area Early Childhood Research and Training Institute. Dr. Farris played a large role in a book edited by Borkowski et al. (2007) entitled “Risk and resilience: Adolescent mothers and their children grow up” (published by Erlbaum). Her primary goal is to study moderators of treatment effectiveness for high-risk youth and their families and to determine which type of interventions work best with which types of individuals and families. As an early career investigator trying to figure out a program of research that touches on all the areas in which she received training including the development of psychopathology in high risk youth, the role of the child’s context (parenting, child neglect, and attachment) and translational research, Dr. Farris viewed attendance at the TRCNC annual meeting as an opportunity to receive mentoring to support and enhance her budding program of research.
NATALIE TRUBA is currently a doctoral student in clinical psychology at Western Michigan University. She has an MA in clinical psychology (2010) from Western Kentucky University. Natalie’s research focuses on child maltreatment and neglect. She is currently examining the characteristics of child maltreatment fatalities in the state of Michigan and child and family risk factors for maltreatment fatalities compared to other preventable causes. She is interested in evaluating mediating variables through which childhood maltreatment intervention programs decrease neglectful caregiver behavior. Presently working under the supervision of Dr. Amy Damashek, a former TRCNC young scholar, Natalie is already on her way to becoming a productive scholar with three publications, on one of which she is first author.
KATHRYN BIGELOW obtained her PhD in Development and Child Psychology from the University of Kansas (2006). Dr. Bigelow is currently an Assistant Research Professor at University of Kansas and working at Juniper Garden’s children project. Since her graduate student days, she has been involved in the development and implementation of parenting interventions through the SafeCare Model, a child maltreatment prevention program. She is co-author of “Reducing Child Maltreatment: A Guidebook for Parent Services “ with John Lutzker, the developer of the SafeCare model. Dr. Bigelow is also Project Coordinator on a CDC funded randomized trial to study the utility of cell phones in increasing parent engagement in the SafeCare model intervention program. The hypothesis is that cellular-phone enhanced PAT would result in families’ increased engagement in the intervention and reduced attrition. Additional contact through phone calls and text messages would increase the dosage of the parenting intervention, thus resulting in improved outcomes for parents and children. Dr. Bigelow has published 14 articles and chapters on the SafeCare model and interventions for child maltreatment. She hopes her attendance at the TRCNC meeting will help her formulate additional strategies in the evaluation of parenting interventions aimed at preventing child neglect, promoting parent engagement and retention, and the use of technology for supporting these efforts.

KRISTEN SEAY is a licensed social worker in Alabama currently working toward her PhD in Social Work at Washington University in St. Louis. She received a bachelor’s degree in Social work with a Minor in Sociology from the University of Georgia (2006) and an MSW from Florida State University where she obtained specialized training in disaster recovery. Kristen has already received several honors and awards, including a NIDA pre-doctoral fellowship (2009-present). In her prior role as a child protective services investigator, she observed the impact of deprivation, neglect, and parental substance abuse on children. She is now working under the supervision of Dr. Patricia Kohl on the impact of parental substance abuse on families and is interested in improving the detection of parental substance abuse by child welfare workers. Kristen is working on a paper with Dr. Kohl on the effect of co-morbid maternal depression and substance dependence on parenting and child mental health (using NSCAW data).  She is also conducting a literature review on interventions for child welfare parents with substance use disorders and is particularly interested in the impact of interventions on parental attendance in substance treatment and child placement stability. Kristen is first author on one publication and currently has two manuscripts under review, in addition to the two mentioned above. 
MIRIAM GHIRMAY has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Las Vegas, in Nevada, with a major in Psychology and minor in German. She is in her third year in the clinical forensic psychology doctoral program at John Jay College of Criminal Justice, part of the City University of New York. Miriam is interested in the consequences of childhood abuse, neglect and victimization and is working under the supervision of Dr. Cathy Spatz Widom. She has come to appreciate the importance of child neglect, not the least of which because it is the most prevalent form of child maltreatment. She is currently studying the relationship between child abuse and neglect and lifetime smoking behavior with Dr. Widom and sees smoking as a potential gateway to other addictive behaviors, including substance abuse. Miriam is also interested in resilience and how certain children are able to thrive under conditions of challenge and adversity, whereas other children do not fair as well and succumb.  Her interest in these issues is somewhat personal in that both of her parents are from Eritrea and each individually received asylum in Germany.  As a teenager in 2002, Miriam emigrated from Germany and went to live with her father in Las Vegas, going to high school there and then on to the University. She has published one abstract in Comprehensive Psychiatry. 
